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CoEKESPONDBNCE. — Editor Analyst : I see from the note on page 90 
of the last Analyst, that the editor did not refer to the paragraph in New- 
comb's Algebra that I intended to. He takes his extract from near the hot. 
of the page, while I intended to refer to one near the top of the same page. 
The error was natural, for the author's illustration in the extract referred to 
by the editor was nearly the same as the one I was using, while in the other 
case the author was using a quantity of debt by way of illustration, and in 
order to adapt the reasoning to my example it was necessary to change some 
of the words, but if I changed the reasoning in any sense it was done inad- 
vertantly. The author said "For since the debt is halved at every payment, 
if there was any payment which discharged the whole remaining debt, the 
half of a thing would be e<}ual to the whole of it, which is impossible." 

I said, "Since the remainder is halved, if there was any movement that 
would overcome the entire remainder, the half of a thing would equal the 
whole, which is impossible." If I have not correctly represented the reas- 
oning I will be pleased to be corrected. 

The reference was not made to Newcomb for the sake of criticising him 
or his book, but because he had put the syllogism in such a terse form. 

The point to which I referred involves subtelties of great diffic'ty, which 
have engaged the attention of philosophers for centuries. In that regard, my 
plea was for such definitions and such logic as would not jjrovoke vain ques- 
tionings, nor lead to results contradicted by nature. 

Db Volson Wood. 

[We have not, now. Prof. Newcomb's Algebra at hand, but believe the 
above statement of Prof. Wood is substantially correct. We cannot perceive, 
however, that it, in any way, conflicts with the statements embraced in our 
note alluded to. 

Prof. Newcorab has given two illustr'ns; in the first he supposes one-half 
of a given debt to be paid at the first pay't, one-fourth at the second and so 
on ; while in the second he supposes one-half of a given line to be traversed 
at the first step, one-fourth at the second, and so on. The argu't in both is 
exactly the same, so that our Note applies alike to either, and the principles 
sought to be established by Prof. Newcomb are equally established by either. 

Heuoe, as stated in our note, Prof. Newcomb's conclusions, based on his 
hypothesis, are unquestionably true ; but if we assume with Prof. Wood 
that the velocity is uniform, or that the frequency of the payments increases 
as the value of the successive payments diminishes, then it is equally cer- 
tain that the total distance will be traversed, or the whole debt will be paid, 
in a given time. This conclusion, however, does not indicate a fallacy in 
Professor Newcomb's argument, for the assumption is incompatible with, 
and virtually ignores, Prof. Newcomb's assumed law. — Ed.] 



